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„ And he ſhall ſpeak great Words againſt the Moſt High, and 
ſhall wear out the Saints of the Moſſ High, and think to 
change Times and Laws; and tbey ſhall be given into his 
Hand, until a Time, and Times, and the dividing of 
Time, But the Judgment ſhall fit,” and they ſhall take 
away his Dominion, to cenſume and to deſrey it to the 
End. DANIEL, ; 8 


1794 | 
{Price One Shilling] 


— * 


— . ² A ⁰ A ˙Q— os, 


— * — — r 


p — 2 
—ͤ— — 


_ —- ww _ — 
—— — — 


r 


. 
1 
| 


a 
Mi 
1 


5 
ö 4 
; 

— — 
— ——ñ 


— 


EVANGELICAL PROVIDENCES, 
| £9c, Oe. 


HE. following reflections were ſuggeſted 

to the Author by an admirable thought 
in Monſieur Rollin's Preface to his An- 
cient Hiſtory: “ We muſt,” ſays that 
excellent writer, © conſider, as an indiſ- 
« putable principle—that the providence of 
© the Almighty has, from all eternity, ap- 
ce pointed the eſtabliſhment, duration, and 
c deſtruction of kingdoms and empires, as 
« well in regard to the general plan of the 
„whole univerſe, known only to God, who 
e conſtitutes the order and wonderful har- 
*« mony of its ſeveral parts; as particularly 


te with reſpect to the people of Iſrael, and 


ce fiill more with regard to the Meſſiah, and 
ce the eſtabliſhment of the Church, which is 
A 2 
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&« his great work, the end and deſign of all 
« his other works, and ever preſent to his 
« fight,” | 

Such a divine ſentiment as this is pecu- 
Jiarly intereſting to us in the preſent day of 
aſtoniſhing events, becauſe it is the only one 
we can employ to fix our minds, when 
the thoughts of men, in general, are agitated 
like the leaves of the foreſt ſhaken with the 


wind. It is a ſingular privilege that, in me- 


morable diſpenſations of Providence, the 
Almighty gives his people to underſtand, if 
not their full import, at leaſt their ultimate 
deſign. Pialm xxv. 14. Amos, iii. 7, They 
can ſtand upon the elevated and impregnable 
rock of divine truth, and behold the flormy 
ſea of public aſfairs, infuriated and claſhing 
armies, formidable confederacies, unhappy 
diviſions, and deſtructive war; and, by the 
force of fervent prayer, contribute to tuin 


the ſcale in favour of the interelts of Zion, 


and the downfall of Antichriſt; like Moſes, 
when Iſrael combated with Amalek. Exod. 
ii 1th, 12. 


To 


43 

To behold the deſolations of Providence in 
the / earth is a divine command (PC. xlvi. 8.), 
and ſhould be attended to with humility and 
adoration. It is a part of that political know- 
ledge, which is not only, lawful, but obliga- 
tory on the Chriſtian, A ſtoical inſenſibility. 
of what is paſſing in the world, and a conten- 
tious interference in the affairs of nations, are 
equally criminal. The weapons of the good 
man's warfare are not carnal ; but mighty, . 
through God, in pulling down every ſtrong 
hold of ſuperſtition and error. By faith and 
prayer he may do more in his cloſet than. 
armies in the field, ſenators in the legiſlature, 
or counſellors in the cabinet. That is the 
beſt cauſe, for the ſusceſs of. which we can 
pray. Though appearances may be againſt it, 
in the progreſs of remarkable events, it ſhall. 
finally prevail, and leave abundant matter 
for thanktulneſs, God's providences never 
yet wanted their admirers ; his mighty acts 
were never yet loſt in forgerfulneſs, May 
we, before whoſe eyes ſtriking exhibitions of 
them are preſented, never incur. the cenſure 
of. theſe who regarded not the works of the-: 
A 3. Lord. 
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Lord, nor conſidered the operations of his 
hands !—If. v. 12. | 

Since the fall of man, and the apoſtacy of 
the human race, the Almiglity has invariably 
had one grand object in view; that is, the 
exaltation of his Son in the eſtabliſhment of 
his kingdom. He has indeed, for reaſons 
beſt known to his infinite wiſdom, ſometimes 
ſuffered this object to be confiderably eclipſed, 
and the progreſs of his deſign apparently re- 
tarded : And, perhaps, in no inſtance does 
his patience ſhine ſo conſpicuous, as in per- 
mitting men to walk in their own ways; to 
counteract, apparently, his purpoſes; to cor- 
rupt his truth ; and, in the place thereof, to 
bring in damnable errors, ſubverſive of his 
glory, and the belt interefts of mankind, If 
any thing may ſerve t6 corre& our impa- 
tience, and relax the anxiety of our minds, 


this ſhould. The Almighty, though angry 


with the wicked every day, bears with the 
world. We, therefore, ſhould not be impa- 


tient whilſt we have ſuch an example before 


our eyes. It is a wiſe remark of a judicious: 
writer, That if we ſat in the heavens, and 
Y, beheld 


i 
beheld the wickedneſs of mankind a ſingle 
day, we ſhould burn it the next for their im- 
piety. So goes not God. The greateſt evil 
he ever permitted, in the inſcrutable depths 
of his providence, is the corruption of Chriſ- 
tian y, by that maſter- piece of Satan, Anti- 
chriſt, by which the cleareſt light of his truth 
has been obſcured, and, in ſome periods of 
the Chriſtian church, almoſt effaced. Labo- 
rious muſt be the ſearch of a pious writer, to 
find materials for a real hiſtory of the church 
of Chriſt, in the rubbiſh of the dark ages. 
Who can find out where the lovely ſpouſe of 
Chriſt, driven by perſecution into a traekleſs 
wilderneſs, retired ? in what ſecret corner, or 
cavern, the purity of apoſtolic truth was: 
maintained, and the ſir plicity of Chriſtian: 
worſhip exerciſed ?' Yet ſo it was, that while 
the whole world went a-whoring after the- 
beaſt, and admired the gaudy ſhow of multi- 
plied ceremonies, a few ſtill remained faith- 
ful to the Head of the church, and bore their 
loyal teſtimony againſt the vil-{t uſurper that! 
ever arrogated a ſeat and a-thione, to which 
he- 
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OY, 
he had not the ſmalleſt ſhadow of a right. 
2 Theſ. ii. 3, 4. 

Many evils and corruptions of the religion 
of jeſus have been local in their effects, and 
of ſhort duration: Like Jonah's gourd, they 
ſprung up in a night, and periſhed the ſuc- 
ceeding day. A. ſhort proceſs to maturity, 
is proportionably ſhort in the decay. Not ſo 
with Antichriſt ; he aroſe gradually, and by 
degrees-will he decline.. The Chriſtian world 
was imperceptibly darkened with ignorance, 
and time alone will remove the horrid veil 
from the eyes of men. There has been, there 
will be, a ſcries of remarkable providences 
to conſume and to deſtroy this Babel of ſuper 
ſtition, The axes and the hammers have 
already done conſiderable injury to the idola- 
trous temple of Antichriſt ; and when the. 
foundation ſhall have been ſufficiently under- 
mined, and the props and ſupporters. removed 
away, it will come down with a. dreadfut. 
craſh, and bury its fond admicers in its ruins. 
Rev. xvi. 18, 19. 

That my uninformed readers may not be 


at a loſs for a proper idea of Autichriſ, it may 
be 


s 


be neceſſary to obſerve, that I mean the grand 
corruption and apoſtacy from apoſtolic doc- 
:rine- and worſhip ; what the Scripture calls 
the Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition: 
A firong deluſion that ſpread through the 
Roman empire, and is to continue, in 
a greater or leſſer degree, 1250 years. 
The heads of this corruption have ſeated 
themſelves at Rome; and, ſelf-exalted, they 
have atrogated a power, ſuperior to ma- 
giſtrates, angels, and every thing called God, 
For ages they have maintained themſelves 
by filſe miracles, abominable idolatries, 
lying wonders, civil and eccleſiaſtical ry- 
ranny, and the perverſion of Scripture truth ; 
and, by an unaccountable faſcination over 
the minds of men, have, at different rimes, 
drawn over the powers of the world to the 
ſupport of it; diffuſing their wicked and de- 
ſtructive errors, like le-ven, into the politi- 
cal and eccleſiaſtical bodies of men. This 
is the evil the primitive church lived in fear 
of; againſt which faithful witneſſes have 
borne their teſtimony ; from which our reform. 
ers ſeparated themſelves; and which the 


Lord. 


— 


— —— 


- _— O_o —ͤ —ᷣ— RT R330 \ 


| 
| 


„ 
Lord will finally deſtroy, by the breath of his 
mouth, and the brightneſs of his coming.— 
2 Theſſ. ii. 8. 
It is the intention of this eſſay to prove, 
that the great and leading providences of 


God, in theſe latter days of the world, will 


bring on the deſtruction of this great evil. 
The late public tranſactions on the conti- 
nent evidently tend to accompliſh this deſir- 
' Ebleevent. In the courſe of a ſingle year, we 
have ſeen an ancient monarchy, the ſtrongeſt 
ſupport of Antichriſt and his throne, caſt 
down to the ground; a powerful republic 
riſe out of its ruins; the external fabric of 
ſuperſtition demoliſhed, and that too by 


means unparalleled in the records of hiſtory ; 


by men of deiſtical principles. All this has 
been effected with ſuch rapidity, as if a mill- 
ſtone had been caſt into the ſea, Rev. xviii. 


21. Whatever we may now think of. theſe 
things, whoſe paſſions are inflamed by our 


different political ſentiments, our diſpaſ- 
ſionarg poſterity will be aſtoniſhed in reading 
the details of them. 


The 


1 

The contemplation of theſe ſtriking tranſ- 
actions, ſo unexampled in hiſtory, ſo unex- 
pected, almoſt the moment before they took 
place, and ſo afflictive to our feelings, on 
account of the manner, and agents, by which 
they have been done, have frequently drawn 
from my ſpirit fervent prayers for the com- 
pletion of this ſokemn providence ; or that it 
may be over-ruled for bringing forwards the 
ſubverſion of the papal empire of Rome. 1 
am intereſted in politics no farther than is 
neceſſary to the accompliſhment of this great 
event: I am an enemy to no government, 
partially fond of my own, as ſettled on the 
principles of the glorious Revolution; but I. 
am no friend to Antichriſt, nor any of his 
leaven, in any government: Ir is my heart's 
deſire that, wherever it is, it may be purged 
out; and the matter of my prayer is an ar- 
ticle of my creed. God in his own time will 
do it. Government is his inſtitution ; but 


he never inſtituted governments for Anti- 


chriſt, and ſooner or later he will puniſh thoſe 
who ſupport hm. Antichriſt is his avowed 
enemy, and he is the declared enemy of the 
god 


_ 
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god at Rome; he has ſworn hoſtilities againſt 
him, and will purſue him until he is deſtroyed 
from the earth. O thou enemy, deſtructions 
ſhall come to a perpetual end! Pf, ix. 6.— 
May the Almighty. give light and wiſdom to 
the gods of the earth, to eat her fleſh, and 
burn her with fire; as inſpired language has 
taught vs to expect and pray for.— Rev. 

xvii. 16. | ae 
But ſo infatuated have ſome of the powers 
of the world hitherto been, that their deli- 
verance from this papal uſurpation is to be 
attributed to wonderful interpoſitions of Pro- 
vidence in their favour, rather than to a vo- 
luntary rejection of this curſed power and 
impoſition over the civil and religious rights 
of mankind: Yea, we are in poſſeſſion of 
inſtances, wherein rulers have been ſo be- 
 witched with the triple crown of Rome, that, 
inſtead of trampling it on the ground, and 
giving the Lord Chriſt his proper glory, they 
have transferred it to themſelves, Every 
power that has interfered with the offices of 
the Son of God, and his government of the 
church, has ſtolen the antichriſtian bauble 
| | from 
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from the Roman Pontiff, and thereby expoſed 

itſelf to thoſe calamities ſo affectingly depic- 

tured in theſe words: © Therefore ſhall her 
plagues come in one day, death, mourning, 

and famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burned 

| with fire; for ſtrong is the Lord God who 
judgeth her. And the kings of the earth, 
who have committed fornication, and lived. 
deliciouſly with her, ſhall bewail her and 
lament for her, when they ſhall ſee the ſmoke 
of her burning.” Rev. xviii. 8, 9. They 
participated in' her gain, and they ſympathize. 


g in her miſeries. Happy had it been for them, 
8 had the conviction of her abominations pre- 
- cluded the neceſſity of an intereſt in her 
d Judgment ; but the rods of exemplary puniſh- 
8 ment are frequently neceſſary to the acquire- 
f ment of ſound wiſdom. Future ages: will 
Þ read with aſtoniſhment the corruption of the, 
ty pureſt religion God ever gave to man; the, 
d 


character and dignity of its ſupporters, and 
the dreadful diſpenſations of Providence. 
which were neceſſary to open the eyes of 
mankind, and purge the Chriſtian church of 
ſuch a vile perverſion of the Goſpel, They 
JE B will 
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will have a very comprehenſive idea of the 
myſtery of iniquity that deluded the world, 
that diffuſed and intermingled itſelf in the 
contexture of human governments, and re- 
quired ſuch national ſhakings and convulſions. 
to deſtroy its influence and power. | 
The propriety of the above remark, that 
deliverance from the bondage of Popery has 
been effected by remarkable providences in 
favour of nations, is obvious, by attending 
to the nature and eſtabliſhment of the Proteſt = 
ant reformation. When the glorious ſun of 
_ righteouſneſs, after a long and dark night of 
wickedneſs and ſuperſtition, ſhone ſuddenly 
and reſplendently from behind a cloud ; one 
ſhould have ſuppoſed that the diſcovery it 
made would have been cordially received, 
and that the impoſtor of the nations being 
detected, the nations would have expoſed and 
| diſcarded him. The reverſe, however, is 
the fact; the moſt potent kingdoms and 
princes, inſtead of deſtroying Antichriſt, flew 
to his relief. The world beheld a-ſingle cha- 
racer, in the perſon of Luther, reſiſting the 
torrent of ſuperſtition, enforced with papal. 
| bulls, 


186 


bulls, the decrees of councils, and the edits 
of princes ; diſſeminating the ſeed of pure 
religion in the world by his preaching, writ» 
ing, and converſation, in the midſt of conti- 
nual danger and alarm: Yea, treating the 
advocates for Popery with a mixture of ruſtic 
fimplicity and heroic faith ; nothing daunted, 


although hoſts of men and devils were com- 


bined againſt him. It is hardly to-be cre- 
dited, unleſs a faithful hiſtorian had authen- 
ticated it, that whilſt ſome timid Melancthon 
would have given up a cauſe attended with 
ſo much danger, Luther added irreverent 
ridicule to unanſwerable truth. At a time 
when the clergy were exhorting the emperor 
and the king of the Romans to cruſh him and 
his followers, and no longer ſuffer them to 
ſee the ſun (A. D. 1545), he publiſhed a 
book, intitled, The Papacy of Rome con- 
ſtituted by Satan. He put a picture before 


the book, with the pope ſitting in a lofty 


chair, ſtretching forth his joined hands in 
ſolemn pomp, but with the ears of an aſs, 
and a great many devils of various ſhapes 


ſurrounding him ; of which, ſome ſet a triple 
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1 
crown upon his head, with a fir-reverence on 
the top of it; others with ropes let him down 
in:o the middle of hell, appearing dreadfully 
beneath; others bringing wood and coal; 
while ſome, in an officious manner, lifted up 
his feet that he might go eaſily down. The 
acrimony of his pen, and his unpolite ſtyle, 
were, indeed, ſometimes cenſured by his 
friends; but theſe imperfections appear to 
be neceſſary qualifications in the character he 
was called to maintain. His enemies were 
as deſtitute of reaſon in their arguments, 
as they were of truth in their creeds— 
powerful ſtimulants to irritate the ſtrenuous 
advocate for truth. He appears to be ſen- 
ſible that ſuch a uſage of his opponents, and 
an intrepidity in his cauſe, were neceſſary ; 
for when he was perſuaded by the King of 
Denmark to write a kind obliging letter 
to the King of England and Duke George, 
who had returned him ſevere anſwers, he re- 
marked, That all he got by his lenity, was 
the mean of making them more fierce and 
untractable: That it was a fooliſh thing for 


him to imagine to find godlineſs in the courts. 


of 


9 
of princes; to look for Chriſt where Satan 


bore rule; and to inquire after John the 
Baptiſt, amongſt courtiers who were clad in 


purple: That, therefore, ſince he could do 
no good by that gentle and loving way of 
writing, he would take another courſe for the 
future. Had he lived in an age of greater re- 
finement, he had probably attended to the 
amiable maxim, © Suaviter in modo; for- 
titer in re.” To be valiant for the truth, in 
the moſt dangerous times, is the indiſpen- 

ſible duty of faithful miniſters of Chriſt. 
Such a remarkable revolution in the reli- 
gious ſtate of Europe, would be attended 
with too many beneficial conſequences to 
mankind for Satan to ſuffer its progreſs, or 
its repoſe. To ſtifle it in its birth, ſeems to 
have been the reſolution of infernal councils: 
And who ſhould be employed in the execu- 
tion, but thoſe who had received their power 
from the beaſt, and gave it back in grateful 
return to his ſupport? Rev. xvii. 12, 13. 
Faithfulneſs to ſolemn compacts is never 
more binding than when they are calculated 
to feed our ambition, and ſecure the ſubjec- 
—: 
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tion of others. God has made it the duty of 
Chriſtians to obey magiſtrates, to honour the 
king, and be ſubject to the laws of civil go- 
vernment ; but he has no where made it the 
duty of kings and rulers to receive their power 
from a ſpiritual uſurper, ſo that the condition 
of their reigning ſhall be ſubjection to him, 
and the promoting his intereſts. The empe- 
Tor at his coronation {wears that he will de- 
fend the Romiſh chureh, root out heretics, 
and by all poſſible means maintain the dig- 
nity of the popes. Such formerly was the 
compact with every ſtate in Europe, and hiſ- 
tory furniſhes us with innumerable inſtances 
of fidelity to their truſt, When Providence 
has wrought deliverance for the church. of 
Chriſt, they have frequently been forward to 
ſtep forth and make war with the Lamb; 
and, in the cloſe of the conteſt, the Lamb 
has overcome them. Rev. xvii. 14. 
Such was eminently the caſe at the Reform- 
ation, The Proteſtants, aided by a few 
inconſiderable German princes and towns, 
had to conteſt with the great and mighty 
potentates of the earth. The moſt impotent 
18.7 : | were 
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were their friends, the moſt potent their 
avowed enemies ; and nothing but a ſeries of 
remarkable providences prevented that glo- 
rious work of God being cruſhed in its in- 
fancy. But the time was come for long- 
deſerved judgments to be inflicted on the 
men which had the mark of the beaſt, and 
worſhipped his image ; and the Moſt High, 
that ruleth in the kingdoms of men, made 
| every thing conſpire to the diminution of the 
kingdom of Antichriſt, | 
The paſſions of princes, and their different 
intereſts, the reſolutions of councils, the fate 
of battles, and the daily vieiſſitudes of human 
. affairs, all wrought together for the accom- 


f pliſhment of this good. A variety of con- 
) current circumſtances favoured the Reforma- 
; tion, The German Princes, the Emperor, 
5 the French King, and the Popes, appear 

to have been actuated by different intereſts; 
- ſeo that they were glad of opportunities of 
* mortifying each other. The formidable 
* Turk threatened them all with deſolation; 
y and, in particular, tied up the hands of his 
t Auſtrian neighbour from executing his pur- 


{> 5 poſes, 
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poſes, in the ſuppreſſion of the Proteſtants : 
For though the Emperor was frequently 
goaded by his maſter at Rome, the fear of 
loſing his own inheritance prevented him 
from ruſhing on the innocent ſheep, the diſ- 
ciples of Luther. It was a ſingular turn in 
favour of the Reformation, that, after the 
Princes were humbled by the Emperor, and 
popery was faſt re-eſtabliſhing, diviſions fell 
out at Trent amongſt the Catholics, - and 
Duke Maurice and the French fell on the 
Emperor; whereby the Proteſtant Princes 


obtained their liberty, and afterwards leagued 


together at Naumberg. The French Mo- 
narch, though a perſecutor in his own coun. 
try, favoured the Proteſtant Princes, becauſe 


they oppoſed his antagoniſt Charles; and 


they employed theſe prejudices to mitigate 
his ſeverity towards his reformed ſubjects. 
Previous to his deceaſe, in 1547, he left 
100,000 crowns a-piece to the Landgrave of 
Hefle and the Duke of Saxony to carry on 
the war—A ſtriking evidence that religion 
was an inferior conſideration in the ſyſtem of 
his politics. The Popes, Cardinals, Legates, 
and 
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and Biſhops, of the Roman See, in the exceſs 
of their ſpleen and malice, only exaſperated 
the reformers, and made the breach wider; 
ſo that, in the midſt of theſe commotions, the 
work of the Goſpel took deeper root in the 
hearts of men, and ſpread extenſively, So 
true it is, that Providence makes its way 
through all oppoſition. The ſtreams ſhall 
roll back to the fountain, the ſun ſhall ſtand * 
ſtill, and the courſe of nature be reverſed, 
rather than the Almighty want means to effect 
his purpoſes. And Providence, in theſe latter 
days, ſhall be no leſs conſpicuous in the de- 
ſtruction of Rome, than it was in the ruin of 
Pharaoh, and the liberation of his ancient 
Iſrael. Rev. xvi. 179—20. 
The Reformation, though purely of a reli- 
gious nature, and no ways interfering with 
the civil rights of nations, or tending to the 
ſubverſion of governments, produced, never- 
theleſs, a remarkable revolution in the affairs 
of Europe: The court of Rome loſt, irre- 
trievably, much of its power. It was the era 
of civil liberty, which, ſince that period, has 
conſiderably increaſed ; Deſpotiſm received 


its 


( 22 ) 
its dying wound ; and the nature of govern- 
ment has ſince been better underſtood, The 
grand ſtandard, round which the ſovereigns 
of Europe formerly rallied, the ſupremacy 
and infallibility of Popes, has loſt its pre- 
vailing influence over mankind; and the 
time is approaching faſt, when all that honour 
of a ſpiritual tyrant ſhall be buried in the 
duſt, This great event changed the intereſts 
of ſovereigns, and formed new confederacies 
amongſt them. The wars ſucceeding the 
Reformation were carried on to maintain its 
exiſtence, and to reſiſt and counteract the 
deſigns of its enemies; and God forbid that 
the deſcendants of thoſe, who have fought 
ſo zealouſly in the wars of the Lord, ſhould 
directly, or indirectly, attempt to build up 


what their pious anceſtors have deſtroyed. 


Should ſuch an infatuation ſeize their minds, 
or their iniquities bring ſuch a judicial error 
into their councils, they will want thoſe wea- 
pons in their efforts which are not] carnal, 
but mighty, through God, in pulling down 
the kingdom of Antichriſt: I mean the 
prayers of God's people—powerful weapons 
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in the progreſs of a war, It had been well 
for a politic Queen, had ſhe feared God as 
much as ſhe dreaded the prayers of John 
Knox. The demolition of Antichriſt will 
always have the prayers of the excellent of 
the earth; the re-eſtabliſhment of him their 
fervent deprecations. | 

Beſides theſe conſequences of the Reform- 
ation, there are others of a mental kind; 
not ſo viſible, indeed, but far more ee e 

The judgments of men are enlightened. 
It is no longer problematical who is the beaſt 
with ſeven heads and ten horns ; who the 
whore is with whom the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication : The horrid 
figure is expoſed, her ſituation pointed out, 


her character deſcribed, her impoſitions de- 


tected. The conſciences of ten thouſands 
are liberated from her tyrannical injunctions, 
and their paſſions inflamed with a godly zeal 
againſt her, to whoſe ears every relation of 
her decline, and approaching ruin, is a 
pleaſing. ſtory: And, probably, no circum- 
ſtance attending the Revolution in France, 


has e to ſhow the tendency of the 
ſolemn 


> 
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folemn providence, than the demolition of 
the little gods and goddeſſes of papal mytho- 
logy—a greater revolution in the mind of 
the French nation than any that has ſucceeded 
the downfal of their ancient government. A 
ſeparation has been made amongſt the inha- 
bitants of Europe that never can be de- 
ſtroyed; and every attempt, by coercive 
meaſures, to reſtore the union, may, indeed, 
occaſion deſtructive wars (for Antichriſt will 
die with violent gripings), but will fail in the 
iſſue. The principles of the Reformation 
have taken deep root, which never can be 
eradicated, Religious eſtabliſhments in Pro- 
teſtant ſtates have receded from Rome ; nu- 
merous diſſenters, of various deſcriptions, 
have retired ſtill further, and watch with 
wakeful attention every attempt to reconcile 
the difference, or temporize with her cor- 
ruptions. Nothing will ſatisfy the integral 
Proteſtant but the deſtruction of Babylon. 
He feels the force of that, and other di ine 
precepts of a ſimilar nature: Thus ſhall 
ye deal with them, ye ſhall deſtroy their 
altars, and break down their images, and cut 


down 
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down their groves, and burn their graven 
images with fire,” Devt. vii. 5, They are 
virgins, and follow the Lamb whitherſocver 
he goeth. Rev. xiv. 4. 

The effects of this mental revolution have 
been conſiderable in thoſe countries where 
the forms and ceremonies of Romiſh foppe- 
ries ſtill exiſt : The ſpirit of which has much 
evaported by an intercourſe with perſons of 
different religious perſuaſions, and by a 
circulation of writings, the produce of re- 
formed minds. I am informed, that, except 
in the bigotted kingdoms of Spain and Por- 
tugal, it is no longer a dangerous attempt to 
introduce arguments of a religious nature in 
mixed companies; or to indulge a little rail- 
lery on the craft of prieſts, and the abſurdity 
of ſome papiſtical, ſentiments, 

We have heard in our day of the expulſion 
of the Jeſuits, and the abolition of their 
order: Papal bulls are no more a fulmination; 
lucrative biſhoprics no more at the excluſive 
diſpoſal of his Holineſs. 

The number of monaſteries, thoſe nurſe- 
ries of the Vatican, thoſe dens of ſpiritual 
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robbers, have very much decreaſed. Theſe 
are all alarming ſymptoms of a waſting ma- 
raſmus in this corrupt body. In France, a 
race of deiſtical inſtruments have long been 
growing up, to give the dying blow in that 
country, and to execute the juſt judgments 
of the Almighty on the Church of Rome for 
its former cruelties and abominations. May 
they be ſucceeded by a race, that ſhall en- 
courage and build up the lovely fabric of 
evangelical truth on the ruins they have oc- 
caſioned! Sic precor / 

It is a falſe perſuaſion on the minds of 
men, that becauſe of theſe effects in Europe, 
ſo obvious to every diſcerning ſpectator, 
a reformation has taken place in the nature 
and ſpirit of popery 7/elf. 

This is not true: A tiger is the ſame in his 
ſleep as when awake: The chained bear is the 
ſame in his nature, as when he ſtrolled at 
liberty in the woods in queit of prey. Let 
the reſtraints be taken from Popery, and it 
will appear to be the fame as ever it was, I 
im not without ſome fears, nor are they pecu- 
iar to mylelf, that ſhould the ſpirit of civil 
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and religious liberty be cruſhed, (which God 
forbid !) the ſpirit of Popery will be again 
revived. Some eminent and judicious critics 
of the word of God ſuppoſe, that the wit- 
neſſes are not yet ſlain; and Dr. Goodwin 
brings in ſupport of this opinion, that pro- 
phecy of Daniel, xi. 45. I muſt confeſs that 
I cannot underſtand the paſſage in this light: 
To me it appears a prophecy already accom- 
pliſhed, in Antichriſt fixing his ſeat at Rome; 
formerly, indeed, a glorious holy mountain, 
while it was the ſeat of evangelical doctrine 


and worſhip; but, for ſome ages paſt, the 


ſeat and habitation of devils, the hold of 


every foul ſpirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. Rev. xviii. 2. 


The cauſe of our miſtaken ideas of the 
ſpirit of Popery originates in that inſenſibility 
that has been long growing, and is now pre- 
valent in the minds of men. We think leſs 
of error, becauſe we think leſs of truth; and, 


for this reaſon, the appearance of religion has 


been ſubſtituted for the power of it. The 
creed of Popery cannot be the creed of the 
Proteſtant ; nor can compliments to the hoſt 
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be conſiſtent with the ſervices of the devout © 
Chriſtian. If we can worſhip God with the 
fopperies of Antichriſt, our Reformers were 
contentious ſchiſmatics, peſtilential fellous, 
that needleſsly troubled the world with only 
qualms of conſcience, and not from any zeal 
for ſolid ſcriptural truth: And, perhaps, no 
race of men, ſince the Reformation, had leſs 
reaſon for exclaiming againſt the groſs infi- 
deity of men than ourſelves, who are infidels 
in a leſs avowed degree; for no infidelity is 
more dangerous, than making thole truths 
indifferent, which revelation teaches us are 
neceſſary to ſalvation, and the only ſecurity 
of real piety, and acceptable obedience to 
God. Extraordinary events of Providence 
have never yet been wanting to convince us, 
that when Popery has been really attacked, it 
has had both ſpirit and energy to recoil on 
its adverſaries, like a goaded beaſt which has 
horns to avenge its quarrel, It cannot have 
been unobſerved by the attentive reader of 
ecclefialtical hiſtoty, in connexion with the 
civil hiſtory of correſvonding times, that all 
the leading providences of the divine govern- 
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ment conſpired to the accompliſhment of 
thoſe apoſtolic predictions, relative to the 
riſe and perfection of the myſtery of iniquity, 
2 Theſſ. it. 6, 7. To deſtroy the imperial 
power; to bury the empire in ignorance ; 
and to envelop it with Egyptian darkneſs; 
were the conſequences of thole ſwarms of 
northern and eaſtern barbarians, that, like a 
deluge, broke in upon it, weakened its 
powers, and divided its extenſive domain, 
By theſe means, the civil power, that was a 
hedge to the encroaching ambition of the 
Roman Pontiffs, was taken away, and then 
they gained the ſummit of their ambitious 


deſires, The world then had a ſpiritual 


head; a wolf in ſheep's clothing; a ravenous 
lion in the diſguiſe of a lamb. When I read 
of their abominable uſurpations, blaſphemies, 
and cruelties, in the church of God, I no 
longer wonder at the dreadful and pointed 


threatenings, directed, by the voice of inſpi- 


ration, againſt him and all his aiders and 
abettors. When I ſee an analogy between 
former predictions, and paſt and preſent 
events of Providence, my judgment is de- 
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cile.], that the Almighty will, in theſe latter 
days, fight with neither ſmall nor great, ſave 
with this Philiſtine, who has defied the armies 
of the living God. But as God, for the ju- 
dicial puniſhment of an erring world, ſut- 
fered this evil to be built up (2 Theſſ. ii. 
11, 12.), ſo, in his providence, he will bring 
him down. The age of his proſperity is 
paſt, and his fearful end 1s approaching, 
Rev. xix. 20. Already has he heard the 
ſo nd of the trumpet and the din of war, 
Bleſſed be God! our own nation is witneſs 
to remarkable providences, which have had 
a tendency and deſign to weaken his influence, 
and deftroy his power; and our national pro- 
vidences are of trifling import, unconnected 
with this iſſue. Our national deliverances are 
thoſe by which we have been reſcued from 
popiſh machinations; and our national mer- 
cies are the wonderful works of God, in the 
preſervation of the Proteſt int religion anongſt 
us. We have, indeed, heard with our ears, 
O God! and our fathers have declared unto 
us, what work thou didſt in their days, and 
in the times of old, Pſ. xliv, 1. Down 
from 


625 


from the æra of the Reformation, to the pre. 
ſent day, has the Almighty favoured, thr 
iſland in a peculiar manner, by making ſal- 
vation for walls and bulwarks : And could our 
anceſtors riſe from the dead, and hear of the 
further decline of Antichriſt, they would lie 
down with additional evidences, that “ The 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.“ Rev. 
xix. 6. We have ſeen a bloody Princeſs 
ſtopped in her career of perſecution by a pre- 
mature death: A Proteſtant Princeſs, ſuc- 
ceeding her, promoting the Reformation and 
eſtabliſhing it, during a long and proſperous 
reign—the greateſt glory of her ſceptre. It 
was, through the bleſſing of God, under her 
auſpicious ſway that the Reformation had 
time to take root in the minds of men; and 
that the evil adulterous generation of popiſh 
biſhops and prieſts waſted away; whoſe places 
were filled up with zealous godly men, the 
friends and defenders of ſound Calviniſtic 
doctrine; which, in the reigns ſucceeding,” 
was corrupted by the Tory principles of 
ſemi-pelagianiſm. The unhappy diviſions of 
King and Parliament, and the ſubſt quent 

civil 
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etvfl wars, though productive of many miſe» 
ries, ultimately tended to ſettle Engliſh 
liberty at the æra of the Revolution: a revo- 
lution, effected entirely to deſtroy the deſign 
of a Popiſh Prince, and to open a door for 
a liberal indulgence to thoſe who; from prin- 
ciple and conſcience, diſſent from the mode 
of worſhip eſtabliſhed in this country. And 
we have heard of theſe privileges being mi- 
raculouſly preſerved, at the very point of 
time, when a miſtaken Queen was going to 
ſign the fatal edict which was to revoke them. 
The ſtroke of death prevented a more fatal 
ſtroke to the liberties of thouſands. If we 
caſt our eyes around us in other countries, 
we behold the fame deſign of Providence: 
The ſame artillery of Heaven that fought 
againſt Antichriſt in England, has done the 
ſame in Scotland, Ireland, in the northern 
kingdoms of Sweden and Denmark, for 
the Proteſtant States of the Empire, and the 
Dutch Provinces. | If we read the hiſtory and 
progreſs of the Reformation in theſe coun- 
tries, we cannot but admire the ſimilarity of 
divine interpolitions: We may there read, 

that 
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that rulers were ſo far proſperous and happy, 
in the adminiſtration of government, as they 
promoted the intereſts of the church of God; 
and when their power and policy were em- 
ployed to weaken and deſtroy them, the miſ 
chief eventually fell on themſelves. Chagrined 
at their diſappointment, they either loſt the 
affections of their ſubjects, or were obliged to 
abdicate their thrones, A ſtriking example 
we have in the perſon of Mary Queen of 
Scotland; and likewiſe in that of our James 
the Second, © who became,” ſays Voltaire, 
« the general ſubject of ridicule in France:“ 
Nor did his being a Roman Catholic ſoften 
the farcaſins thrown out againſt him. The 
Archbiſhop of Rheims, brother of Louis, 
faid aloud in his drawing-room at St, Ger- 
main's, „There is a ſimpleton, who has 
thrown away three kingdoms for a maſs,” 
| Theſe are ſtriking and incontrovertible 
facts, which manifeſt the object to which all 
remarkable providences are directed in theſe 
times; and may teach us the wiſdom of co- 
operating with the Almighty by fervent 
prayer: They ſhow us the folly of reſiſting 
| Omni- 


1 
Omnipotence, or retarding the proſecution 
of his deſigns, when he goes forth for the ſal- 
vation of his people, and to enlarge the 
bounds of his church. The mountains ſee 
him and tremble, the overflowing of the 
waters paſſes by, and the deep utters his 
voice, He meaſures the earth, and drives- 
aſunder the nations, and ſcatters the ever- 
laſting mountains. Noarm can reſiſt the arm 
of Omnipotence; in many inſtances he has 
permitted the greateſt oppoſition to his ways, 
that his power might appear at laſt the more 
illuſtrious in its overthrow. For this cauſe 
it was that he raiſed up Pharaoh. Rom. ix. 
17. And when he makes “ Jeruſalem” a 
» burdenſome ſtone, all that burden themſelves 
with it ſhall be cut in pieces, though all the 
people of the earth be gathered together 
againſt it.” Zech. xii. 3. 

In our times we have ſeen two remarkable 
revolutions; and it is eaſy to ſee and demon- 
ſtrate that Jehovah, in both of them, has ſtill 
purſued the ſame wiſe project. The eſta- 
bliſhment of a diſtinct ſtate acroſs the At- 
lantic, and the ſubverſion of the ancient 
| monar- 
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monarchy of France, have been accompliſhed 
contrary to human expectation. The cauſes of 
theſe revolutions, and the manner in which 
they have been effected, it is not my pro- 
vince either to cenſure or approve. They 
have both been attended with ſuch miſeries 
and calamities, as the authors of them did not 
foreſee; if they had, both they and thoſe who 
oppoſed them, would have had the wiſdom 

to have prevented them, by mutual conceſ- 
ſions. In both, we have lamentable cauſe to 
exclaim, * Behold how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth!“ James, iii. 5. But fu- 
turity is concealed from man. God makes 
uſe of national convulſions as a puniſhment 
of paſt, and a prevention of future evils. 
To exclude his providence, in the dif- 
poſal and tendency of the moſt wicked 
agents, 1s to take the government of the 
world out of his hands :—A horrid ſentiment 
of the groſſeſt infidelity | There is no evil in 
the city, but the Lord has done it. Amos, 
lit. 6. The loſs of government; the looſening 


the ungovernable paſſions of the multitude, 


by taking away the ſocial and civil reſtraints, 
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ſo neceſſary to the order and peace of ſociety ; 
the infatuating the councils of men, and 
making impotency the fruit of the moſt for- 
midable exertions; and ſtrengthening the 
ſpoiled againſt the ſtrong; are evils judicially 
permitted by the Almighty, for the crimes 
of guilty kingdoms, And nothing but the 
arm that {uffered the diſorder can reduce it 
into obedience, and create new forms of 
ſocial order out of the wild chaotic maſs of 
confuſion, He that once ſaid to the raging 
ſea, © Peace, be ſtill !”” rides on the preſent 
ſtorm, May Chriſtians, as peaceable ſub- 
jects, ſtand on the ſhore of this tumultuous 
ocean, and patiently wait, to behold With 


admiring eyes, the form that is to ariſe out. 


of this tempeſt. 
One remarkable link of providence has 
connexion with another, and the ſeries have 
an end. Evangelical providences are con- 
ſpiring to promote, extend, and render uni— 
verſal, the kingdom of Chriſt. The Ameri- 
can revolution had a material influence in 
promoting that of France. This is now 
generally acknowledged; and what effect 
| theſe 
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theſe remarkable events may have on future 
ones, the hiſtoric page will record, But the 
deſign is not concealed; it is the deſtruction 
of Babylon. The American States, ſeparated 
by the independence of their government, 
the wide ſea, and ſtill more by their religious 
tenets and freedom, ſo inimical to the whole 
ſyſtem of Popery, exhibit to the world an 
example of pious zeal againſt the doctrine 
and forms of Antichriſt; and are a witneſs 
and inconteſtible proof, that religious free- 
dom is neceſſary to the reciprocal cordiality of 
ſubjects under the ſame government. Preſby- 
terians, Independents, Baptiſts, Quakers, 
and Epiſcopalians, fraternize in their capa- 
city for diſcharging the offices of civil truſt, 
To make men happy, under the ſame govern- 
ment, is to treat them as a father does his 
children; to treat them all with the ſame 
affection, and adapt their employments to 
their different capacities. The rod, in ter- 
rorem, over the heads of ſome, weakens the 
union of affection, and promotes jealou'y—a 
paſſion incompatible with harmony. 
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It appears to have been a perſuaſion in the 
minds of the intelligent part of this kingdom, 
from the æra of the French revolution, that 
it would operate againſt the Roman hierarchy, 
That it ſhould have proceeded ſo rapidly, 
and been effected by ſuch cruel means, 1s, 
aſtoniſhing, Happy had it been for that, 
nation, if it had been effected gradually by 
wiſe and deliberate counſels ! Every zealous 
Proteſtant would then have rejoiced in the 
luſtre of the change, and the rational triumph 
of truth. Such a mercy, for wiſe deſigns of 
Providence, has been prevented; and a ſeries, 


of afflicting judgments has attended it, To 


Juſtify the authors of them, in all their mea- 
ſures, is contrary t to every principle of bhoma⸗ 
nity. But although we cannot vindicate 
them, we mult adore the juſt and profound 
judgments of Jehovah ; we mult not forget 
that he 1s righteous i in all his ways, and holy 
in all his works. Vengeance bclongeth to 
him, not to men: To take the rod out of his 
hand, is to make one for ourſelves : It is he 
that will viſit the ſins of the fathers on the 
children, even to the third and fourth gene- 
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ration. The ctuelties of antichriftian kings, 
prelates, and perſecuting clergy, are now re- 
raliated by the cruelties of a French Conven- 
tion; who have wreſted the {word out of their 
hands, and, with unrelenting fury, plunged 
it. into their bowels. They reward that an- 
'tichriſtian cliurch, even as ſhe has rewarded 
"many of their pious anceſtors : They double 
unto her double, according to her works; 
and in the ſame cup, filled with bitter potions 
of cruelty, they fill double to her again; 
Rev. xviii. 6. Not to ſee the origin of their 
preſent diſaſters, betrays either 1 ignorance of 
their hiſtory, or a rejection of divine pro- 
phecy. Some of the readers of theſe reflec- 
tions may, indeed, ridicule them, but they 
cannot confute them. Their infidelity i is not 
fo vid as the ptedictions themſelves: They 
were recorded long before the evil the 

threaten had any exiſtence : For ages they 
were veiled from the minds of men ; bur 
when the time was come, to make them oſe- 
ful, the veil- was gradually withdrawn. At 
preſent the correſpondence | is ſo ſtriking, that 
none but the 1 ignorant dupe to the prejudices 
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of others, the ſuperficial reader, or the ſnarl- 
ing infidel, will dare to deny it, Myſterious 
as the prophecies are, a bleſſing is pronounced 
on thoſe that read and hear the words of 
them. Rev. 1. 3. 

It is a truth, that can be confirmed by many 
inſtances in ſacred and profane hiſtory, that 
the prophecies were then on the eve of ac- 
compliſhment, when the greateſt darkneſs 
was vpon the minds of men about them. 
Whether, therefore, this be a phenomenon 
of the times, the. intelligent reader muſt 
judge from his own obſervations, 

By the revolution in France, Antichriſ- 
tianiſm has received an irrevocable blow 
and the judgments of the Almighty are ad- 
vancing faſt towards the ſeat of the beaſt 

himſelf, If the ſword of divine juſtice, at 
the Reformation, lopped off his exterior 
members, it has now got into his bowels; 
the limbs have long withered; the body 
begins to waſte apace; the head itſelf, his 
Holineſs at Rome, will receive, in ſome fu- 
ture judgment, the fatal ſtroke, Rev. xviii. 
21. As a , I wiſh and pray for the 

| reſto- 
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reſtoration of good goverament in France, , 
and the ſubjection of the governed to their 
governors, whoever they may be: But, as a 
Proteſtant and a Briton, I deprecate the re- 
turn of monaſteries and nunncries, thoſe nur- 
ſeries of ſin; the worſhip of images; the 
tyranny, ſuperſtition, and ignorance, of the 
Romiſh clergy; and all the fopperies of their 
religious ceremonies. The downfall of deill- 
ical principles is as certain as the downfall 
of theſe; ſince both are incompatible with 
truth. Religion is the offspring of Heaven, 
and God, in his infinite mercy, never yet 
deſerted the care of it; but it is equally true, 
the eſtabliſhment of it was never yet accom- 
pliſhed by the power of arms. Mahometiſm 
was, indeed, obtruded on the world by ſword 
in hand; but the religion of Jeſus was intra- 
duced into it by the ſword proceeding out of 
his mouth, which is the word of God. Rev. 
xix. 15. Haſten the happy time, O Saviour of 
the miſerable nations, when the ſtorms of thy. 
juſt judgments ſhall have prepared the way 
for the gentle ſhowers of thy wonderful grace! 
Let thy light fall upon the contending na- 


D 3 tions, 


8 
tons, to open blind eyes, and turn men from 
fin, falſchood, and ſuperſtition, to the wiſdom 
of the juſt; that the people may ſee thy 
glory, and acknowledge thy authority, as 
head over all things to the church! 

Hiſtory is a record of the accompliſhment 
of prophecy. What God has ſaid ſhall come 
to paſs, no power or policy of man ſhall ever 
prevent; yea, the very means that they make 
vie of to prevent it, ſhall conſpire to bring 
it to paſs. One end of the obſcurity of the 
prophecies is obvious: It is to leave our 
thoughts under ſome obſcurity about their 
preciſe meaning, till events explain them ; 
leſt a certain knowledge before-hand of things 
pointed out, and the times in which they 
were to take place, ſhould give umbrage to 
ſome reigning powers on earth, and ſhould 
diſconcert the ordinary courſe of human af- 
fairs, and put fome men upon meaſures, which 
they otherwiſe would never have thought of, 
to fulfil the predictions, and, thereupon, the 
accompliſhment of the prophecies, in their 
ſeaſon, ſhould be aſcrite4J to the craft and ma- 
nagement of men, rather than to the wiſdom 

| hs 
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CO 7 
and power of God®. But although the preciſe 
meaning, time, and other circumſtances, are 
thus left uncertain, God has afforded vs light 
enough to perceive the great end to be anſwer- 
ed by chem. I have no doubt but that the 18th 
of the Revelations is a deſcription of the fall 
of Antichriſt; and that the earthquake, de- 
ſcribed as happening under the ſeventh vial, 
indicates grievous calamities and tertible 
commotions in the earth; but what they are, 
when they are to be, and by whom they are 
to be effected, I am ignorant of; neither am 
I anxious to know : God will fulfil his word, 
and his works ſhall finally interpret his 
thoughts; and what I cannot enjoy by ſight, 
I anticipate by faith. If 1 die and go to 
heaven, before Antichriſt is deſtroyed, 1 ſhall 
hear of it there, and join in the ſong provided 
to be ſung on that memorable occaſion, 
Rev. i. 6. | 
It is an undeniable truth, that the corrup- 
tions of Popery ſtand in the way of the pro- 
greſs of the Goſpel ; The ſcite muſt be cleared 
of the rubbiſh before the new building can 

Dr. Guyſe, Pref. to Rev. 

be 


( 44 ) 
be erected, If any think otherwiſe, he has 
only to make the trial, by preaching the 
doctrines of the Reformation in Spain and 
Portugal. Should he do this, he would ſoon 
find himſelf in ſome dungeon. The late 
Mr. Fletcher, as 1 have Leen informed, made 
the attempt in a popiſh village; but it had 
nearly coſt him his life. Certainly, a change 
in the diſpoſition of the people, or a free 
toleration of religious principles, are neceſ- 
ſary, even to uſe the means in ſuch coun— 
tries; or elſe Popery will never be extinct, 
nor truth triumphant, For ſuch a merciful 
change we are highly indebted as a nation; 
and ſhall we not wiſh and pray for ſyeh 
changes to take place in other nations; not 
the diſorder and miſeries, but the cure of 
nations by wiſe and wholeſome laws, pro- 
moting the cauſe of Chriſt? Would it be 
unpleaſing intelligence to hear, that the 
princes of Spain and Portugal, and the rulers 
of Italy, had diſcovered the errors of Popery, 
and renounced them z that a liberal indul- 
gence was offered to the advocates for truth, 
to come and diſſeminate the principles of 
Scrip- 


( 45 ) 
Scripture knowledge amongſt them; that 
the orders of monks, friars, and nuns, were 
ſuppreſſed; that the decretals of wicked 
popes were renounced for the inſtitutions and 
laws of Jeſus Chriſt? If ſuch are not our 
prayers, and the cordial deſires of our hearts, 
whither, O whither, art thou fled, thou 
Spirit of Truth! that animated Engliſh re- 


formers, and ſupported them in the aſcending 
flames of Smithfield ? 


But, if ſuch are the prayers of our hearts, 


it is our conſolation to know, they are 
grounded on Scripture teſtimony, God has 


promiſed they ſhall be removed, formidable 
as the oppoſition may be to prevent it. 
In the day that the fountain ſhall ſtand 


open for ſin and uncleanneſs, . He will cut 


off the names of the idols out of the land, 
and they ſhall no more be remembered.” 
Zech. xiii. 2. The ſons of ſtrangers ſhall 
build up the walls of Zion, and their kings 
ſhall miniſter unto her. If, Ix. 10. For the 
braſs, iron, and wood, of popiſh corrup- 
tions and human inventions, Jehovah has 
promiſed gold and filver; the pure know- 
ledge 
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( 46 ) 
edge and ſcriptural ornaments of the church. 
Te will make her officers peace, not perſe- 
cutors; ähd her exactörs, the ruling magiſ- 
trates, righteouſneſs. Violent impoſitions 


i e 8 „ 
on the conſcience, burning, deftroying, and 


impriſoning the ſaints, ſhall no more be 
heard within her borders ; ; bur her walls Mall 
be ſalvation, and her gates praiſe. II. Ix. 
17, 18. A time is limited for the corrup- 
tions and apoſtacy of the grand ſeducer of 
nations. Forty and two months, or twelve 
hundred and ſixty years, were the Gentiles, 
the ſupporters of Antichriſt, to tread under 
foot the holy city. The expiration of this 
time is approaching faſt, and we may expect, 
ſays Mr. Fleming, that providences, tending 
to the diſſolution of the kingdom of Anti- 
chriſt, will 'be mbre rapid the nearer his end 
approaches; like a dying man, the paroxyſms 
of his diſorder ſpeedily return. It is pre- 
dicted, that the conſtitution of nations ſhall 
be ſubſervient to the intereſts of the church; 
that kings ſhall be her nurſiag fathers, and 
queens her nurſing mothers. If. xlix. 23. 


She ſhall ſuck the breaſts of kings (If. 1x. 16.); 


1. e. re- 


) 
7. e. receive their protection and ſupport, 
This prophecy has been in part, fulfilled in, 
the Proteſtant ſtates ot Es Lurope, and particu- 
larly in our own country; and may our rulers. 
ſee that their happineſs is connected with the, 


happineſs and protection of the church of, 


God may, they eſteem it their duty to ſerve; 
the Lord Chriſt, the king of Zion! Pſ. Ixxii. 
11. But this is not true of popiſh kings, 
they are ſupporters of Antichtiſt, not the 
church of God: The religion of Popery is 
not the religion of the Scriptures, but the 
corruption of it. Rulers, Who can baniſh; 
their ſubjects as Louis, XIV. did whe: can 
throw them into the cells of che, Inquſſition; 
prohibit the reading of the Sgtiptures ; te- 
quire implicit obedience. to unrighteous de- 
crecs ; and ſupport the grand antagonilt of 

the church of Chriſt ; are not nurſing fathers, ; 
but cruel perſecutots. If prophecy be ac- 

compliſhed, they muſt be either roger or, 


deſtroyed ; for, God has declared, that all, . 
nations ſhall ſerve. his Son, and fall down; 


before him. Pſ. Ixxli. 11. And chat, it they 
will not kiſs his Son, he will be angry with, 


them, 
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(- 49.3 
them, and break them in pieces as a potter's 
veſſel. Pſ. ii. 9. 12. 

The Lord has no controverſy with kings 
and governments, but when they are found 
in company with Antichriſt: He has pro- 
vided for their happineſs in his word. The 
kings of Iſrael were required not only to read 
the law of Moſes, but alſo to write a copy of 
it with their own hand, that they might learn 
to fear the Lord their God, But if popiſh 
kings will ſupport his grand enemy, and all 
his abominable corruptions, they may expect 
to ſhare in the evils of ſuch an impoſtor. 
May the Lord diflolve every ſuch connexion, 
and leave the beaſt to his doom, to be caſt 
alive into the lake of fire, burning with brim- 
ſtone! Rev. xix. 20. 

The intereſts of Antichriſt, and the true 
intereſts of nations, are incompatible. Popery 
is a noiſome diſeaſe, a waſting illneſs, in any 
political body ; derogatory to the glory of 
God, and the honour of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
It has formerly dethroned kings, encouraged 
rebellion in ſubjects, tyrannized over the 
conſciences of men, eſtabliſhed a falſe hypo- 

Mn critical 
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( 9 


critical worſhip effenſive to the Moſt High, 


and made void the laws of God, by innume- 
rable traditions. Succeeding ages will read 
with amazement the wickedneſs of popes, 
and the deteſtable arnbition of popiſh kings 
and perſecutors. What wars and bluodſhed ! 
lamentation, mourning, and woe! have filled 
the world, under the influence of the curſed 
church of Rome! Had ſuch a monſter of 
iniquity never exiſted, thouſands, I may ſay 
millions, that have expired amidſt blood and 
carnage in the fields, languiſhed in dungeons, 
and roſe to heaven in flames, had gone down 
to their graves in peace, the common death 
of men. Can it be ſuppoſed ſuch cruelty 
ſnall go unpuniſhed? No; if the lip of truth 
is to be regarded, they ſhall have bloed to 


drink, for they are worthy, God will de- 


ſtroy them that have thus deſtroyed the 
earth. Rev. xi. 18, It is the deſign of the 
preſent tremendous ſcenes of Providence to 


puniſh paſt tranſactions of popiſh cruelty, to 


abridge, if not deſtroy, the power that occa- 
ſioned them, and to point out the inſtrumen's 
by which they were committed, And it is 


E 4 ſins 


Va 
4þ 
9 
10 
1 
4 
£) 
10 
5 
* 
t 
N 
0 


— — nc — — —— — — —— ——— 20 


= — 


— — 


| 
ö 


—— 
TE 


— 


— 
F ²— 


— — — — — — : — — 2 — — 
— * eee * - S. — 
FFP ² AA 


— 
4 — 
+ gy 


— 


1 
l 
b 
| 
3 
? 
v0 
1 
14 
19 


—— n+ - a _ a 
r ** 


_ 


=>, . 3 1 
—_——w—w— — 


— — 
* 


( 


a ſingular providence, 4 m hag | 
choſen thoſe, who bav F the religion of 
Antichriſt, and, as ye, ave iuviliuced no 
other in its room. Toe awviul work was too 


ſanguinary for the feelings of the real Chriſ- 
tian; and it is unreaſonable to ſuppole, that 
Antichriſt would caſt out Antichriſt. This 
inſtance of Providence ſhows the tendency of 
it; the decreaſe of this ſuperſtitious king- 
dom, and to prepare the way for the increaſe 
of the Lord Chriſt's. They cannot ſtand toge- 
ther, for their intereſts are different; the one 
is a kingdom of error, darkneſs, and tyranny ; 
the other of peace, truth, and righteouſneſs. 
The Lord will purge the earth of the evil of 
Popery, and ſearch every ſtrong hold to which 
the beaſt has retired. Every plant this mon- 
ſter has planted ſhall be plucked up; and all 
the leaven that he has diffuſed through the 
world will be cleanſed, 

The courſe of human affairs conſpired to 
prepare the world for the firſt coming of 
Chriſt, It was for this end the fourth king- 
dom in Daniel's large image, ſtrong as iron 
(chap. ii. 40.), was permitted to break in 

Pieces 


1 

pieces the preceding mona es, and com- 
prize them all in ane ext-alive cimpire, Then 
it was that the temple of }4:4 was ſhut in 
Rome, and the world beide a tranquil ſky 
after a tempeſi—a proper emblem of Him 
who then deſcended into our earth, to pro- 
claim peace amongſt men. Having finiſhed 
the work of our redemprion, and aſcended 
on high, the glad tidings were conveyed by 
means of the unity of the empire throughout 
the world, Heatheniſm was deſtroyed, and 
the kingdom of Chriſt erected in the earth. 
Dan. ii. 44. The ſame grand end is ſtill in 
the ſight of the Almighty, Without this 
key, the ſcheme of the Apocalypſe would be 
inexplicable : It is a prophetic hiſtory of the 
church of Chriſt under the New Teſtament : 
A ſcheme ſo grand and wonderful, that all 
modern hiſtory is trifing reading and unim- 
portant intelligence, without having this in 
our view at the time of peruſing it. It is a 
collection of wonderful providences and ap» 
pearances of Jchovah Jeſus for his church; 
the proper text of modern hiſtory, which is 
only the comment on it, We there read of 
E 2 the: 
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the riſe of Antichriſt; his features are de— 
ſcribed ; the time of his reign; and the man- 
ner of his fall, by awful judgments, deſcribed 
under the metaphors of ſeven vials, which 
were to be poured out at diſtinct periods; 
each vial, in its eruption, contributing to the 
decline and waſting of his kingdom; and, at 
laſt, we have the following ſolemn account 
of terrible judgments which are to cloſe the 
ſcene: © And the ſeventh angel poured out 
his vial into the air,“ (i. e.) upon the king- 
dom of Satan, who 1s prince of the power of 


the air, and ſupported his kingdom by means 


of antichriſtian darkneſs and ſuperſtition, 
« And there came a great voice out  :he 
temple of heaven, from the throne, ſaying, 
it is done; the grand ſcheme of Providence, 
in the deſtruction of Babylon, is now com- 
pleted. “ And there were voices, and thun— 
ders, and lightnings; and there was a great 
earthquake, ſuch as was not, ſince men were 
upon the earth, ſo mighty an earthquake, and 
ſo great. And the great city was divided 
into three parts,” Ci. e.) to be deſtroyed by 
three kinds of puniſhmcnats—pellilence and 

tamine, 


1 
famine, and the ſword; “ And the cities of 
the nations fell, and great Babylon came in 
remembrance before God, to give unto her 
the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs of his 
wrath : And every iſland fled away, and the 
mountains were not found,” &c. Rev. xvi. 
17, 18, 19, 20. Who ſhall live when God 
doeth this! Such will be the period of the 
preſent great plan of Providence; a period 

* pregnant with great events in the world, 
From henceforth, till near the conſummation 
of all things, the religion of Chriſt ſhall pre- 
vail in the earth; there ſhall be a long ſeafon 
of righteouſneſs and peace, when nations 
ſhall learn war no more; and a pure offering 

will be offered to the Lord in every place. 
Whatever ſpecific objects this prophecy 
points to; or what are the particular circum- 
ſtances that attend it, this appears certain, 
that it “ repreſents ſuch amazing convul- 
fions and co 1 motions in the world, as ſhall 
make a thorough change in the whole ſyſtem 
of its religious affairs, to the entire deſtruc- 
tion of the dominion of the devil, together 
with all antichriſtian powers upon earth“.“ 
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And we may learn how great was the 
evil that required ſo great a cure; an evil 
exiſting, in a greater or leſſer degree, from 
the times of the Apoſtles (for the myſtery 
of iniquity, even in their days, begun 
to operate, in darkening the truth by 
vain philoſophy), but which, in after- ages, 
infuſed itſelf into the minds of men, incor- 
porated itſelf with the political bodies of 
Europe; fo that what at firſt was an innova- 
tion, became a creed, a diſſent from which 
conſtituted a crime, not even expiable with 
the ſhocking death of burning. Political 
evils are curable by the decrees of wiſe 
rulers; not ſo mental errors and prejudices 
1:bibed in youth. The corruption of the 
Mofaical diſpenſation, and the re ig on of the 
prophets, by Phariſaical trad tions and Sad- 
ducean error, was not cured &- the light of 
the Goſpel ſhining in the midſt of them, and 
by the inſtructions of Truth himſelf. Ihe. 
ſubverſion of the city and temple of Jeruſa- 
lem was neceſſary to the preſervation of the 
Goſpel. The ſante merciful-providence was 
granted to the empire of Antichriſt at the 
1 | Reform- 
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Re formation; and to render their ſin the 
more inexcuſable, a method of teaching had 
been previouſly invented, of communicating 
truth more extenſively to the minds of men, 
by printed books ; hereby the light ſhone on 
the kingdom of the beaſt (Rev. xvi. 10.), and 
the darkneſs comprehended it not. It was, 
ſays Sleidan, the determination of popes and 
biſheps to have no religion at all, rather than 
admit of a reformation. In the Council of 
Trent, they would not ſuffer the voice of 
truth to be heard. The vaſt majority of 
Spaniſh and Italian biſhops were determined 
by the orders of his Holineſs, ſent in a poſtil- 
lion's bag from Rome.. The ſame obſtinacy 
has characterized their ſucceſſors; although 
repeatedly defeated by unanſwerable argu- 
ments of Proteſtant writers, their eyes have. 
yet been dazzled by the merchandize of gold 
and ſilver, and precious ſtones and pearls. 
The golden cup, in the hands of the whore 
(Rev. xvii. 4.), is too ſweet and intoxicating 
to be parted with, for the plain truth and the 
artleſs ſimplicity which are in Chriſt. Though 


you ſhould bray a fool in a mortar, among 
wheat,, 


1 

wheat, with a peſtle, yet will not his fooliſh- 
neſs depart from him, Prov. xxvii. 22. Such 
has been, ſuch is ſtill, the caſe with the vota- 
ries of Antichriſt, What may now be rea- 
ſonably expected to be the courſe of Provi- 
dence-? The ſame as the Lord did to the 
Jews; he will ſend forth his armies and de- 
ſtroy theſe murderers, and burn up their 
city. * For he that, being often reproved, 
hardeneth his heart, ſhall: ſuddenly be de- 
ſtroyed, and that without remedy.” If men 
will not fall on the ſtone (Chriſt) to be 
broken, the ſtone ſhall fall upon them, and 
grind them to powder, This, I hui viy 
conceive, is the principal cauſe of the pr ent 
miſeries in France, A judgment all muſt 
agree it is; and it will be wiſdom in them, 
and the other popiſh powers too, in the cool 
moments of reflection, to inquire into the 
cauſe of it. If the nature of puniſhments is 
any index to point out the crimes, we need 
not be long in the ſearch : The Almighty has 
taken the thorns and briers of the wilderneſs, 
and with theſe he is teaching the men of Suc- 
coth, May the rod of correction purge the 

folly 


4 

folly out of their hearts, and out of their go- 
vernment, whatever it may be in the iſſue of 
the conteſt! Whoever recovers their autho- 
rity, may the Pope never recover his! Such 
is my earneſt prayer; ſuch may that of the 
reader's be: And may the termination prove, 
that Jehovah heareth prayer. 

Such were the views, and ſuch the prayers, 
of our venerable progenitors, who ſtruggled 
in their day againſt this deſtroyer of the na- 
tions, They prayed for what the Almighty | 
will, in his providence, bring to paſs; and 
went down to their graves in full aſſurance 
that ſuch a bleſſing, as the extirpation of 
Antichriſt, would be effected. For this cauſe 
our kings have fought in the field, our coun- 
ſellors planned in the cloſer, our legiſlators 
conteſted in the ſenate, and our miniſters 
preached from their pulpits. No nation has 
contributed more than ours to expole this 
deluſion. When our religious liberties have 
been endangered, by the craft and power of 
Romiſh cour.cils, and the ambitious monarchs 
of France, our leſſer differences have been 
forgotten, and we have joined to repel the 

dan- 
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16 
danger. May the ſame ſpirit animate the 
breaſts of their children, to deſire and pray 
for the downfal of Rome. 

As Chriſtians, we have little to do with the 
affairs of the world, much with thoſe of the 
church of God. If we forget that, may our 
right hand forget its cunning. To be indif— 
ferent and careleſs about the proſperity of 
Zion, is not the ſpirit of her children: We 
owe much to the prayers of our anceſtors the 
ſame debt is due from us to our poſterity. 
The preſent ſeaſon is a ſeaſon of trouble; 
« And we ſhould learn from it not to account, 
that, in times of trouble and difficulty, there 
is nothing to be done but to fit ſtill ; no fur- 
ther endeavours to be uſed for the carrying 
on of God's ſpiritual building: Far be it 
from us to think fo; for our parts, we have 
reaſon thankfully to acknowledge, that it is 
ſomewhat a quiet time with us hitherto; but 
it is a troubleſome time in the world round 
about us; and too prone we are to ſtand at a 
gaze, as amazed perſons, wiſtly looking 
round about us, and having our eyes in the 
ends of the earth, and, in the niean time, to 

neglea 
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negle& our own proper work: We mind- 
what others are doing, in their buſy hurries 
up and down 1n the world, and do but little 
conſider what we ſhould be doing.” —How's 
Sermon on Dan. ix. 25. 

The proper work of Chriſtians, in the pre- 
ſent day, is to co-operate with the great de- 
ſigns of Providence by fervent prayer. This 
15 not inconſiſtent with a peaceable carriage, 
as good ſubjects, which is equally our duty; 
for we are to ſeek the proſperity of the land 
in which we dwell. It will be of ſmall im- 
portance to us, when we draw near to the 
hour of death (an hour rendered ſhorter in its 
approach by every declining day), what are 
the prevailing politics of the times; but to 
pray for the enlargement of the church, is a 
duty for life; and the pleaſing proſpect of it 
has often animated the breaſts of departing 
Chriſtians. They are not of this ſentiment, 
that as long as men can enjoy their privileges 
themſelves, they may be indifferent about the 
condition of thoſe who ſhall ſucceed them; 
if their predeceſſors had thought ſo, they had 


never had privileges to enjoy: And although 
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this may be the ſelfiſh ſpirit of ſome, re- 
ſpecting the future ſtate of the world, it is 
not their practice, relative to the conditions 
of their own perſons and families, in com- 
ing periods, God has given promiſes and 
prophecies to his people, to make them mat- 
ter of prayer; and no where has he autho- 
riſed them to ſay, © Ve do not think it our 


. Cuty to puzzle our heads, and be concerned 


about the accompliſhment of prophecy ; and 
we blame them that do.“ Have iuch any 
pleaſure in the word and works of God? 
Pſ. cxi. 2. Was David of this mind when 
he prayed that the way of God might be 
known upon the earth, his ſaving health 
among all nations ? That the nations might 
be glad, and ſing for joy, becauſe God ſhall 
judge the people righteouſly, and govern 
the nations upon the earth? Pl. Ixvii. 2. 4. 
Such a ſtoical apathy and inattention to the 
voice of God in his providences, deſerve to 
be ſcouted out of every breaſt that profeſſes 
love to God, and eſteem for his cauſe. 
It is likewiſe the duty of a profeſſing peo» 
ple to abſtain from the abounding evils of 
the 


6 


the times, in which theſe changes take place f 


in the earth, The Almighty has now a con- 
troverſy with the nations; he is ſweeping 
the earth with the beſom of deſtruction. Is 
this a time to temporize with the world, to 
imbibe its prejudices, and conform to its ſin- 
ful practices; to fit down ſecurely, eat luxu- 
riouſly, and riſe vp wantonly to play? The 
voice of authority has called us to faſting and 
prayer, to put away our iniquities by righ- 
teouſneſs ; and when ſhould we reform, but 
when the judgments of the Almighty are 
abroad in the earth? For if national judg- 
ments do not produce national reformation ; 
ce if, ſays the Lord, ye will not for all this 
hearken unto me, but walk contrary to me, 
then will J walk contrary unto you alfo, in 
fury; and I, even I, will chaſtiſe you ſeven 
times for your ſins.” Lev. xxvi. 27, 28. I 
greatly fear that our recent diſtreſſes, and lofs 
of our colonies, and the danger we were then in 
as a nation, with yearly faſts and humiliations 
attending it, have produced little change in 
our ſinful manners ; our evils have made a 
deep dye on us, which is marked before the 
15 F Lord. 
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Lord. Pride, vanity, diſſipation, infidelity, 
and irreligion, are predominant amongſt all 
ranks of people; and even profeſſors of reli- 
gion are not free from the infection. Theſe 
are ſerious evils, and where they will tend, 
without a ſpeedy repentance, is unforeſeen, 
Such were the evils that preceded the preſent 
afflictions in France; and we cannot expect 
an exemption from national puniſhments, 
if we perſiſt in the ſame aggravations. The 
ſword is drawn, and it is furbiſhed to make 
a dreadful ſlaughter, God, in ſpite of all 
human efforts, is the great arbiter in war ; 
The countries, over which- it ſhall extend, 
the fate of its battles, and the iſſue and con- 
ſequences of it to nations, he will ſuffer no 
one to wreſt out of his hands: For there is 
no king ſaved by the multitude of an hoſt ; 
and to be ſecure in any fituation, while we 
neglect dependance on God, is almoſt a cer- 
tain preſage of ruin. The ſea is his, and the 
winds obey his voice; he can, he has infuſed 
covrage into enemies, and added fury to their 
arms. Furor miniſtrat arma. A lively pic- 
ture of this truth we have, Hab. i. 6, 7, 8. 
If 


13 
If ſuch be the power of the Almighty, we 


may learn, that, as a nation, our ſecurity is 
only in him: If the Lord of Hoſts be with 
us, we ſhall not fear what man can do unto 
us. But let us remember, he is with us only 
while we are with him, by fervent prayer in 
our cloſets ; by truth and faithfulneſs in our 
councils ; by obedience to his word and will, 
2 Chron. xv, 2. If God be not with us, our 
wiſdom will terminate in folly, our efforts in 
impotency. It is the duty of a profeſſing 
people to give no offence to thole govern- 
ments under which they live, but to demean 
themſelves according to theſe and ſimilar 
directions, Let every ſoul be ſuhject to the 
higher powers; Submit yourſelves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ;”” whe- 
ther it be to the king in a monarchy, or to 
the executive power in the hands of others, 
in any other form of government. A real 
Chriſtian will neither be a rebel in Turkey, 
under the iron hand of deſpotiſm ; nor 
in Holland, Switzerland, or America, un- 
der the government of a republic; nor 
in England, under a mixed monarchy, 
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Abufes there will be, and evils, exiſting in 
all governments in this imperfect ſtate, Theſe 
a good man will d-plore, and, according to 
his ability and ſtation, ule every lawful mean 
to remedy ; but he will never be the author 
and promoter of confuſion, It is for the pro- 
per adminiſtration of government the Scrip= 
ture directs him to pray: That kings may be 
juſt, ruling in the fear of God: That magiſ- 
trates may be a terror to evil-doers, and a 
praiſe to them to do well, Such were the 
directions given to primitive Chriſtians, who 
lived under the moſt proper tyrants that ever 
had the government of nations: But, at the 
ſame time, they were never intended to pre- 
clude our prayers for better governments 
than thoſe; nor to influence our judgments, 
ſo that we ſhould approve of them ; nor to 
prevent every conſticutional method to re- 
dreſs our grievances ; but that, as Chriſtians, 
we ſhould ſet the example of obedience while 
ſuch governments exiſt. Every nation, un- 
doubtedly, has a right to chooſe and eſtabliſh 
its own conſtitution and laws: It is a right 
we claim for ourſelves; and it is a duty we 

; owe 
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owe to others, to leave them in poſſeſſion of 


it without the ſmalleſt interference. In the 
mean time, it is our conſolation, as friends 
to the church of God, that he will in his own 
time and way, and by inſtruments of his own 
chooſing, purge, reform, and diſpoſe every 
government, by his wiſe and irreſiſtible pro- 
vidence, as ſhall contribute mo!!. to ſet up 
the kingdom of his Son in the world; who 
is the bleſſ-d and only potentate, the King 


of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 1 Tim. vi. 


15; and who ſhall have dominion from ſea 
to ſea, and from the river to the ends of the 
earth; yea, all kings ſhall fall down before 
him, all nations ſhall ſerve him, Pf. Ixxii. 
8. 11. For this period, ſo happy for the 
ruling powers on earth, and thoſe in ſubjec- 
tion, may we as Chriftians fervently implore 
a throne of grace. 
The Author of the above reflections can- 
not put a period to them without obſerving, 
that he does not pretend to any new light on 
this ſubject: His principal aim is to revive 
the idea, which has already been ably diſ- 
cuſſed by many others, eſpecially in the Jaſt 
nay 3 cen- 
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century. His remarks are not intended for 
the uſe of thoſe who are in the habit of read- 
ing the beſt authors on theſe ſubjects; he is 
not ſo vain as to hold the candle to ſuch as 
theſe ; but he ſuppoſes there are many who 
have not the means and opportunities ſuch 
enjoy, and to whom they will afford ſome 
new light, and probably furniſh their minds 
with ſome idea of evangelical providences, 
which they have not poſſeſſed before; and, 
he preſumes, that inculcating ſuch an idea 
on the minds of praying people, at the criſis 
before us, may probably be a greater duty 
than ſome enlightened perſons are aware of : 
Such, at leaſt, it appears to him. If any wiſn 
for reading, adapted to the preſent times on 
this ſubject, he would recommend them to 
Mr. Fleming's Fulfilling of the Scripture, 
and Dr. Owen's Poſthumous Sermons, folio 
vol.: Productions admirably calculated to 
promote faith and patience in the preſent day 
of remarkable events. He beholds, with 
concern, many Chriſtians at a loſs to fix their 
thoughts, in the alarming convulſions around 
us; and mall be happy, if any thing ad- 


vanced 
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697 3 
vanced by him ſhould ſend any into their 
cloſets with proper materials to improve 


preſent providences, To ſtir up the formi- 
dable weapon of prayer, ſuch an unfaſhion- 


able mode of fighting againſt Babylon, is the 


only compenſation he eſteems worthy the 
fruit of theſe obſervations. 


te Thus ſhall the nations be deſtroy'd, that dare inſult my 


Saints: : 
I have an arm t'avenge their wrongs, an ear for their 
complaints.“ WATTS. 


THE END. 
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